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 FROM THE MAYOR’S DESK 
 Mike Keolker, Mayor of Newell

We are initiating a periodic 

newsletter to keep you informed of 

what has happened and what some 

of the plans are for our community. 

Over the last two months we 

passed an ordinance about the use 

of Compression Braking (Jake) 

brakes within the city limits.  The 

ordinance passed and we are in the 

process of 

ordering the 

signage for the 

highways.  The 

signs must 

comply with 

state 

requirements 

and we need DOTs permission to 

install them on the highway right of 

way.  We are working on dotting 

the I's and crossing the T’s to get 

them installed.  Now, if you file a 

complaint with the Sherriff's 

Department, they can act.  

This month we had the first 

reading of a change to one of our 

ordinances that will loosen the 

restriction on uses of RVs on our 

property.  Currently, it is illegal for 

anyone to occupy an RV parked on 

our property.          The revised 

ordinance will allow the use of the 

RV for a period of 14 consecutive 

days and an additional 14 days if 

needed.   

I attended a Public Utilities 

Commission (PUC) meeting about 

the possibility of a “wind farm” 

being built in the area of Old 

Twilight 

Road, South 

of Highway 

212.  The 

project has 

not been 

approved by 

the PUC or 

EPA at this point.  The company, 

WindQuarry, LLC, has done a lot 

of homework to prepare for the 

approvals and are hoping to be 

able to start work after the first of 

the year.  That's the goal.  There 

could be approximately 50 turbines 

or about 39,000 acres.  Estimated 

construction time is 6 to 9 months 

with a crew of about 200.  After 

completion, there will be a 

maintenance crew of about 8 to 

keep the things running.   
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TOWN OF NEWELL 

COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS NEEDED 

Are you interested in what 

repairs are done around the 

city, which street gets the 

work done to it, how about the 

parks?  Most of all, how much 

it costs to do all this?  

The Town of Newell would 

like to invite you to be on a 

long range infrastructure 

planning committee to help 

make some of these 

decisions and how to pay for 

them. We are seeking 

residents interested in helping 

on the committee. An 

organizational meeting will be 

held on August 13 at 6:00 

p.m. at the Town Hall. The 

meeting should last about an 

hour.  Expectations will be 

discussed and a chairperson 

will be selected for 

subsequent meetings.  If you 

are interested in serving, 

please call the town Finance 

Office at 456-2737, option 1 

to get your name on the list.  

Everyone is welcome! 

TO HEAR A RECORDING 

OF THE MEETING VISIT 

HTTP://PUC.SD.GOV/COMMISIO

N/MEDIA/2015/EL15-

020/1003.MP3  

http://puc.sd.gov/commision/media/2015/el15-020/1003.MP3
http://puc.sd.gov/commision/media/2015/el15-020/1003.MP3
http://puc.sd.gov/commision/media/2015/el15-020/1003.MP3
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FROM THE FINANACE OFFICE 
Jennifer Parrow, Finance Officer 
 

Several months back we had 

changed our billing arrangements 

and due dates and have had great 

success with the public and in the 

office.  I would just like to take this 

time to remind all of us of those 

dates and times.  Office hours are 

10 am until noon and 1 pm until 3 

pm Monday through Friday.  

Please be free to call at any time 

and leave a message we do check 

messages and make call backs 

from 8 am to 5 pm Monday 

through Friday.  Water meters are 

read around the 30th of each 

month, depending if it falls on a 

weekend or a holiday. Water utility 

bills are mailed out around the 1st 

of each month also depending if it 

falls on a weekend or holiday.  

Payments are due the 19th of the 

month but please be free to bring 

them in any time after you receive 

them before the 19th.  Payments 

are late on the 20th of the month 

and a $25.00 late fee will be add 

automatically to your billing at 

8:00am on the 20th regardless if it 

falls on a weekend or holiday.  

Please note if billing arrangements 

are needed they have to be done 

before the 20th of the month and 

have to be approved by the 

Finance Officer.  If bill is not paid  

in full including late fee by the 30th 

of the month your water will be 

disconnected at 8:00 am and a 

$35.00 reconnect fee will need to 

be paid along with any other fees 

before service will be restored.   

A security box is located in the 

entry way of city hall.  If you are 

stopping in during the hours of 10 

to noon and 1 pm to 3 pm please 

stop inside finance office to bring 

your payment in.  We are asking 

you to please not staple your 

check to your payment stub.  

Failure to receive a bill does not 

relieve your obligation to pay for 

services.                                  

 

NEWELL PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Heather Kari, Librarian    

The NPL Summer Reading 

Program has had fabulous 

attendance this summer. The 

children have been logging their 

pages read outside of the 

library. After seven weeks of 

summer they have read an 

impressive 20,300 pages! The 

last day of the program will be 

Wednesday, August 19th. 

There’s still time to join, every 

Wednesday from 10-11am at 

the library! 

The NPL will be starting a 

story time for birth to pre-school 

ages on Monday, August 31st 

from 10:30-11am. Story Time 

will run every Monday 

throughout the school year and 

is FREE to attend!   

The Library will be closed on 

Labor Day. 

 

 

Local children crafting at the NPL.

High water bill? 
Here are a few things you can 

check; 

 Check your faucets 
for drips. 

 Check your toilets. 

 Be sure your outside 
water spigot is turned 
off. 

Still high?  Call the Finance 

Office we can arrange for 

public works to hook up 

equipment to your meter to 

track your last 30 days of 

usage.  
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FROM THE NEWELL MUSEUM 
Linda Velder, Museum Curator 
 

This year the Newell Museum 

will celebrate its 30th 

anniversary. It was established 

when a group of concerned 

citizens approached the Town 

Council explaining the 

community’s need for a 

repository to preserve important 

area history. The first museum 

was set up temporarily in the 

Black Hills Power & Light office 

with Ellen Moore as Curator. As 

more collections were received 

a larger building was needed. 

Fortunately, the Newell 

Volunteer Fire Department had 

built new headquarters and the 

old fire hall was offered to the 

museum in the historic Bushnell 

Building shared with City Hall.  

The museum has grown 

tremendously over the years 

and the collections are both 

interesting and educational. Not 

only do we have great historical 

collections, we conduct a 

research service. Our displays 

are as varied as the culture of 

western SD, there is something 

for everyone. We have history 

on local organizations and 

businesses that have come and 

gone, school, Orman Dam 

construction, cemeteries, maps, 

agriculture and families. 

Museum Hours: 

Tuesday – Saturday 1-5p

FROM THE BUILDING INSPECTOR & ORDINANCE OFFICER 
John Perry, Building Inspector & Ordinance Compliance Officer 

It is that time of year when we 

are all enjoying the outdoors.  

Be a GOOD NEIGHBOR, keep 

your lawn mowed and weeds 

pulled, cut or sprayed. Keep  

your yard free of places for 

mosquitoes to breed. If your  

neighbor is having trouble 

getting some yard work done, 

help them. Good neighbors 

keep their pets under control. If 

you know someone who is 

having trouble getting their yard 

work done or their place 

cleaned up or painted, let the 

City know so we can try and 

find them some help. 

 

 

Annual Newell Bar 

Poker Run 

Tuesday, August 4 

Register from 10am-Noon 

at the Newell Bar 

Entry Fee $10 

50% of entry fees will be 

awarded to winners 

50% of entry fees will be 

donated to the Newell Museum 

 

 

Town of Newell 

108 3rd Street/PO BOX 405 

Newell, SD 57760 

Phone: 605-456-2737 

Web: www.cityofnewell.org 
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Town of Newell 

official logo contest 

coming soon. Stay 

tuned for details… 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

AUGUST 
4 – Annual Newell Bar Poker Run, registration from 10-noon at the Newell Bar, $10 entry fee 

5 – 10 -11am Summer Reading Program at Newell Public Library 

6 – 6:30pm Newell FFA Alumni Meeting at NHS Ag Room, community is welcome 

10 – 6pm Commissioner Meeting at Town Hall  

12 – 10 -11am Summer Reading Program at Newell Public Library 

13 – 6pm Long Range Planning Committee Meeting at Town Hall 

19 – 10 -11am Last day of the Summer Reading Program at Newell Public Library 

24 – First Day of School 

29 – Last day to enter teams in Ranch Rodeo, contact Holly Ollila 605-456-2235 to enter. 

31 – 10:30 -11am Story Time at the Newell Public Library for Birth to Preschool aged children 

SEPTEMBER 
5 – 1pm Ranch Rodeo at Newell Rodeo Grounds 

6 – Car, Truck and Tractor show - Registration 8-10am, 10-2pm Show at South Newell Park 

7 – 10am Labor Day Parade, Downtown Newell (Girard Avenue) 

7 – 1pm Labor Day Rodeo at Newell Rodeo Grounds 

 


