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 FROM THE MAYOR’S DESK 
 Mike Keolker, Mayor of Newell

      I would like to wish all the citizens 

of and guests in Newell a very Happy 

Thanksgiving.  Please enjoy it and be 

safe.  It sure seems as if winter is right 

around the corner.  Daylight Saving 

Time has ended and it gets dark 

earlier.  With winter comes the need 

for more care.  Make sure you read the 

articles in this issue from Larry Parker 

and Tyler Trohkimoinen on steps you 

can take to insure a safe winter. 

The last commission meeting was a 

short one since there was not a lot of 

business that 

needed to be 

conducted.  

We 

approved the 

renewal of 

off and on 

sale beverage licenses for several 

current license holders in Newell.  We 

received a petition to refer an 

ordinance we had recently passed to a 

vote of the people.  The ordinance was 

intended to make it easier for those 

with smaller homes to entertain guest 

using a travel trailer or some other type 

of RV cited on their property.  

There was an ordinance passed in  

1955 that made it illegal to house 

anyone in a structure that was not 

permanently affixed to the property.  I 

don’t know why the commission 

passed that ordinance, I was between 

my freshman and sophomore year in 

high school and didn’t live in Newell at 

the time.  The only record we have is 

that it was passed into law.   

Since we have received the petition 

to refer the new ordinance to a vote, we 

have scheduled it, as per the South 

Dakota Codified Law, to the next 

municipal election which will be next 

April.  That means that by law the old 

1955 ordinance is still in effect.  There 

can be no one staying in a unit that is 

not permanently 

affixed to the 

property.   

Speaking of 

the next 

municipal 

election, we will 

have three commission seats that will 

become open.  Two are three year 

terms and one is a one year term.  Ever 

thought about serving your community 

by participating in the government?  

This may be your chance.  Give it 

some thought.  Should you choose to 

serve, information on what is required 

to stand for election can be found at 

the Finance Office in the Town Hall or 

on line at https://sdsos.gov/elections-

voting/default.aspx.   

Did you know that copies of many 

of the ordinances – we’re still working 

on getting a hundred years of 

ordinances digitized – are available on 

the town website?  Agendas of coming 

meetings are also there prior to 

meetings along with minutes of past 

meetings.  No, it’s not all complete.  

Again 100+ years takes a while to 

digitize. 

This may be the last weekend the 

fishing dock at the golf course lake will 

still be in the water.  It’s designed to be 

removed and we plan on doing it prior 

to the lake icing over.  Take advantage 

of it while it’s still available.  It will be 

put back in next spring after the ice 

thaws.   

Again, have a very Happy 

Thanksgiving. 
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MEETING AGENDAS, 

MINUTES, AND ORDINANCES 

ARE AVAILABLE ON THE 

TOWN OF NEWELL WEBSITE  

HELP PREVENT CRIME 
In the past few weeks 

Newell has experienced 

a rash of break-ins, 

thefts, and vandalism, 

including dozens of 

incidents of spray 

painted graffiti. If you 

notice suspicious activity, 

please report it 

immediately to the Butte 

County Sheriff’s Office 

605-892-2737. Let’s work 

together to keep our 

town safe! 
 

https://sdsos.gov/elections-voting/default.aspx
https://sdsos.gov/elections-voting/default.aspx
http://www.townofnewell.org/
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
Larry Parker, Foreman

With winter weather fast 

approaching, now is the time to 

begin winterization of your home 

and property. Winterization can 

save you time and money in 

costly repairs. Homeowners are 

responsible for the cost of repairs 

and/or replacement of their 

water meter if it freezes. This has 

an average cost between 

85$ and 300$ depending on the  

severity of the damage incurred. 

Here are some helpful 

winterization tips: 

Water Meters – If you have heat 

tape, plug it in now. Be sure to 

close vents in the proximity of the 

meter or water pipes to prevent 

them from freezing. 

Irrigation valves – Make sure your 

valves are either half open or 

half closed. This prevents water 

from being trapped inside. 

Trapped water can freeze and 

break valves and pipes. 

Sidewalks – Remove toys, bikes, 

flower pots or anything else that 

obstructs the sidewalk. This will 

make snow removal much 

easier. 

If damages should occur, call 

the Finance Office at 456-2737 to 

schedule a work order. 

BUTTE CO. EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
Tyler Trohkimoinen, Director

The Butte County Office of 

Emergency Management would 

like to remind people of the 

dangers posed by winter 

weather.   

Try to stay indoors during 

blizzards.  If you must go outside, 

dress warmly, wear gloves and 

boots, and know the signs of 

hypothermia and frostbite. 

Keep emergency supplies in 

your car or truck, and don’t run 

low on gas.  Should you get 

stranded, call 911, and stay with 

your vehicle.  Put on coats and 

blankets, and run your engine 

ten or fifteen minutes every hour 

for warmth. 

Your home can be a cozy place 

away from the harsh winter, but 

it can become dangerous. Take 

precautions such as having 

chimneys and heating 

appliances inspected, and keep 

combustible materials a safe 

distance away from heat 

sources.  Install smoke detectors 

on every level, and check them 

regularly.  Place fire extinguishers 

in strategic places around your 

home, such as the kitchen and 

utility room.  Prepare an 

emergency supply kit for 

extended power outages and 

severe blizzards.   

Use common sense, and above 

all, stay informed.  Call 511 for 

travel conditions, and stay tuned 

to local news outlets for weather 

updates.  Detailed weather 

information can be found on the 

National Weather Service 

website.  Investing a little time 

now, to prepare for the 

upcoming winter, will reward  

you with increased safety in the 

coming months. 

For additional information and 

helpful hints, find and like the 

new Butte County Emergency 

Management Facebook page, 

email 

emergencymgmt@buttesd.org, 

or call (605) 723-0900. 

 

 

 

For more tips – Click here to read 

the 2015 Winter Weather 

Preparedness Guide. 

https://www.facebook.com/ButteCountyEmergencyManagement/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/ButteCountyEmergencyManagement/?fref=ts
mailto:emergencymgmt@buttesd.org
http://www.townofnewell.org/images/winter2015.pdf
http://www.townofnewell.org/images/winter2015.pdf
http://www.townofnewell.org/images/winter2015.pdf
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NEWELL MUSEUM  
Linda Velder, Museum Curator 

The Museum has over 800 dolls 

and antique toys. The dolls 

come from various area doll 

collectors. The younger visitors 

like “That Kid” and have 

renamed him “Chuckie” after 

a popular character in a 

horror movie and never tire of 

viewing him. Playpal dolls, 

about the size of a four-year 

old child, are have a birthday 

party, hats and all. Other 

popular attractions are the 

bride dolls, Barbie’s, Chatty-

type, a Spanish dancer 

directly from Spain, Cabbage 

Patch, celluloid, rubber, 

sleepy babies in a brass crib 

and others too numerous to 

mention. 

The “toy room” is everyone’s 

favorite: where old toy guns, 

games, cars, trucks, scooter, a 

train, doll houses & doll buggies 

and even a peddle-driven fire 

truck are on display. Many male 

visitors perceive they are not 

interested in viewing a doll 

collection; however they are 

drawn into the overwhelming 

number of dolls and the clever 

displays but when they get to the 

toy room, they reminisce about 

the joys of their boyhood days. 

 

BUILDING INSPECTOR & ORDINANCE 
COMPLIANCE OFFICER 
John Perry 

Recently, there have been 

numerous complaints about 

trash blowing around.  Please 

remember, you are 

responsible for your trash.  

Whether you use trash cans or 

not is your choice, but if the 

wind blows it around before it  

is picked up, or an animal gets 

into your trash bag - you are 

still responsible for picking it up.  

It is not your neighbors’ job to  

pick up your trash.  Be a GOOD 

neighbor and be responsible for 

your own trash. 

Currently the speed limit inside the 

city limits of Newell is 25mph.   

There are those who would like to 

see the limits lower on at least 

Newell's secondary streets.  If you 

have an opinion on this, please 

call City Hall at 456-2737 (press 1) 

and voice your opinion.   

         NOVEMBER 

3 5:30-7pm Family Fun Night 

sponsored by First Lutheran 

Church at the NVN Center - Fun 

Food, Crafts & Games 

6 3:30pm at the Newell School 

Multi-purpose room WIT 

Coalition meeting featuring 

guest speaker Marty J. Jackley, 

SD Attorney General 

9 10:30-11am Toddler Story Time 

@ Newell Public Library  

9 6pm Newell Commissioners 

Regular Meeting 

11 8:15am Veteran's Day 

Program at Newell Schools 

Austin Auditorium Click here for 

full event flyer 

12 1pm Food Pantry at NVN 

Center (Open 2nd & 4th 

Thursdays of each month) 

16 10:30-11am Toddler Story 

Time @ Newell Public Library  

16 6:30pm Newell School Board 

Meeting 

18 8:45am-3:15pm Blood Drive 

hosted by Newell HS Honor 

Society in Austin Auditorium 

19 1pm-4pm Pie Day at NVN 

Center 

23 10:30-11am Toddler Story 

Time @ Newell Public Library  

26 1pm Food Pantry at NVN 

Center (Open 2nd & 4th 

Thursdays of each month) 

30 10:30-11am Toddler Story 

Time @ Newell Public Library  

 

To get your event listed, email 

WebAdmin@townofnewell.org 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

http://www.townofnewell.org/images/VET.pdf
http://www.townofnewell.org/images/VET.pdf
mailto:WebAdmin@townofnewell.org
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