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MAYOR  
Mike Keolker  

Thankfully, a moist spring has arrived.  The 

irrigation water has been turned on and, as always, 

we have some repairs to make.  Some of these 

repairs will be easy and quick, others may take 

longer.  The longer one right now will be a line that 

crosses under Highway 79-212 in the vicinity of third 

and fourth streets.  It goes under the state right of 

way and as a result, the state has to approve any and 

all activities that occur in the area.  That means that 

all of us on third and fourth streets to the east of the 

Highway whose irrigation water comes from the 

alley will be affected.  We have started the request 

process with the state DOT to permit the repairs.  

There is no way of determining how long it will take 

before we get an answer.   

Please remember that these lines have been in the 

ground for well over 50 years, probably closer to 70 

years.  I have to believe that this will not have the 

same priority as drinking water would have, so we 

may have a wait.  There is no inexpensive solution 

to repairing the line.  To bore under the highway 

would be the least disruptive to traffic along the 

highway, but it is fairly expensive to accomplish at 

about $25.00 per foot just for the boring.  That 

doesn’t include parts and labor.  We won’t know 

what we are faced with until we can determine the 

size of the line, where the break is, and other 

pertinent facts.   

We have re-hired Lyle Nelson as a summer 

temporary worker to help keep the parks, cemetery 

and other town properties mowed and trimmed.  He 

also assists the crew where needed when he isn’t 

taking care of the mowing and trimming.  Speaking 

of the cemetery, it takes about four days to mow and 

trim at the cemetery depending on how fast the 

grass is growing.  Pretty fast right now. 

And, speaking of (or writing) of grass, remember 

that yards must be mowed.  I know it’s not the right 

time to be mowing with all the moisture on the grass.  

As soon as you can, please make sure front and 

back yards are mowed.  Our little friends, the 

snakes, love the long grass, but it seems they prefer 

to hunt in the short grass.    

We still have heard nothing from the Department of 

Justice (DOJ) about the complaint filed by someone 

in town with the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA) concerning the sidewalks.  More as soon as 

we hear something.  Please be aware that when the 

report is available, we will need to prepare a 

schedule for the repair of sidewalks and that 

sidewalk maintenance and repair are the 

responsibility of the property owner.  We are 

exploring avenues that MAY provide some relief to 

the property owners.  We are also looking at 

options for extended payment of cost incurred in 

repairs.  

At the last Commission meeting a suggestion was 

made to talk to the bank about installing a bank’s 

ATM in the bar.  I did talk to the bank and it is not 

economically feasible to do that.  The ATM costs 

over $10,000.00 and produces very limited revenue 

for the bank.  Based on the anticipated fees, it would 

take the bank about 25 years to recoup the cost of 

the machine and maintenance.  Not a good 

investment.   
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FINANCE OFFICE 
Jennifer Parrow, Finance Officer  

Spring has sprung and summer is here! 

Yard waste is now being picked up curb side on the 

first and third Mondays of each month.  We have 

contracted with a new yard waste disposal site, so to 

make it easier for the guys they are asking for no 

plastic bags. Please put your leaves in a container of 

some sort, it would be one less step for them and 

gets them moving on their way faster.  You must also 

bundle your tree branches, they must be less than 3’ 

long and less than 3” in diameter.  The weather will 

also play an important part in picking up yard waste.  

If it is too wet, they will not be going out to the site.  

So, this might delay picking up your yard waste, but 

please be patient, it will be picked up at a later time 

during the week when the site is dried up.     

The Rubble Site is now open the first and third 

Saturdays of each month from 9am to 12pm. Please 

remember we are only a rubble site and are limited 

to certain items and items must be sorted.  

Accepted items include; branches, furniture, 

construction materials, and metal.  We also take 

appliance (certified Freon free, if applicable) and 

tires, these are of course at an extra cost.  We have a 

list of all the materials we are able to take on our 

website townofnewell.org or you can call the office 

at 456-2737 option 1 from 10am to 3pm.  We 

encourage you to take advantage of our Saturday 

Rubble Site hours as we have staff working those 

extra hours.  However, you may make an 

appointment to meet Public Works out at the Rubble 

Site Monday – Friday 8am to 3pm by calling 456-

2737 option 1. 

It is once again time to get your beloved pet 

registered.  City Ordinance 2007-04 states, “Any 

person desiring to keep, maintain or have custody 

or control within the City of Newell of any dog shall 

make application to the City Finance Officer for a 

license on or before the First day of July each year 

or within 2 weeks of acquiring the dog or at 6 

months of age.  Such application shall include a 

certificate from a licensed veterinarian describing 

the dog for which the license is being applied and 

certifying the dog so described has been inoculated 

with modified live virus for the prevention of the 

rabies within two years prior to the expiration of the 

license.”  Licenses expire on June 30th each year.  I 

would also at this time like to remind everyone that 

our ordinance also states that a maximum of four (4) 

pets, over the age of (6) months, per residence (not 

including fish and birds) may be kept, maintained, 

harbored, or in custody of a person within city limits.  

If a pet weighs more than 25 pounds, only two (2) 

such animals may be kept.  No owner of any dog or 

other animal held as a domestic pet in the City shall 

permit such animal to run at large at any time, and 

any such animal found at large many be impounded. 

Our licensing fees to register your pet is only $5.00 

for spayed/neutered, $10.00 if not. At this price 

there is no excuse not to register your pet.  The 

impounding fees are expensive and are no 

exemptions.  A complete Ordinance can be found 

on our website at townofnewell.org or picked up at 

the Town offices located at 101 East Third Street. 

Last but not least, the Town will be holding its City-

Wide rummage sale Saturday June 10th. So get up, 

go around your house and get those items laying 

around the house you wanted to get rid of and join 

the rest of us pack rats and earn some few bucks.  If 

you would like to get your address and items listed 

on the map for $5.00 you can pick up a registration 

form at the town offices between the hours of 10 am 

and 3 pm or visit our web site at townofnewell.org. 

Bring it in to the Finance Office or drop it off at the 

drop box.  See ya around town!  

ANNUAL DOG LICENCENING RENEWALS DUE BY 

JUNE 30TH! FEES ARE $5 FOR 

SPAYED/NEUTERED, $10 FOR INTACT PETS. 



3 | P a g e  

 

NEWELL MUSEUM 
Linda Velder, Curator 

The Newell Museum opened for their 32nd season 

on May 30! The Museum staff is anxious to meet 

and greet old and new friends and to show off the 

new displays and collections. They will be open 

the same hours as previous years: Tuesday 

through Saturday 1:00 to 5:00 PM. May 30 through 

September 30. However, they will open for visitors 

who are passing through who cannot meet 

Museum hours.            

 

Photo: 

Immigrants 

coming to Ellis 

Island in 1889. 

Some are 

Newell families. 

 

The Museum is still accepting old crashed or out 

of-date computers (towers) for recycling. They will 

not take monitors, but lap-tops are OK. The non-

working computers are taken to Rapid City for 

recycling then a donation is given to the Museum 

in accordance to the quantity and quality of the 

broken computer. The computers can be left in the 

entry of the City Hall building. To contact the 

Museum: call 456-1310 (leave a message) or 456-

2804, FAX 456-9820. The preferred e-mail is 

newellmuseum@yahoo.com. 

The Museum also serves as a research center; 

housing old VALLEY IRRIGATORS starting in 1907, 

County Assessor’s ledgers starting 1894, area 

Cemeteries Records, Obituaries in addition to 

family, business and area town histories.

 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
Larry Parker, Foreman 

May has come and almost gone already and 

Memorial weekend is here.  I would like to wish 

you a safe and enjoyable weekend.  If you are 

planning on putting flowers on your loved one’s 

grave I would like to remind you of Newell’s 

Ordinance 2013-6 Section 4 permanent vases will 

only be placed within the grave space on the sides 

of the concrete monument bases.  Flowers, items, 

and decorations on lots or graves will be removed 

when they become unsightly, damaged, or are not 

placed in compliance with these regulations.  The 

City will not be held responsible for articles, 

which may be left on any lot or grave.  In all cases, 

the right is given to the City to remove from any 

lot or grave any article, which is unsightly or 

otherwise objectionable.    

We will be removing any unremoved Memorial 

flowers on June 12th.  You can get a copy or the 

City Ordinance on the website at 

www.townofnewell.org or at the town office or 

even in the box at the Cemetery. 

We have accrued a nice water break right under 

the state hwy.  Please give us time while we fix it.  

We are needing to work with the state during this 

project and not sure how long it will take this will 

only effect some residents.  As for the rest of us the 

irrigation will be turned on and off during the 

summer due to the Irrigation District.  So far spring 

has given us some rain let’s hope summer can 

treat us the same.   

I would also like to take this time to thank an 

anonymous donator who has been donating trees 

to the City.  We have planted a few in the North 

park and out at the golf course where we have put 

our new fishing dock.  Commissioner Youngberg 

has also offered to plant a few out there as well that 

has been donated.   A wonderful donation to 

beautify Newell.     Thank you! 
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NEWELL AMBULANCE 
Sherry Hocking, Director 

Well, we survived another South Dakota winter. 

Springs has been beautiful with much needed rain 

and summer will be just around the corner. Par for 

the course, the Newell Ambulance Service has 

stayed busy answering area calls for assistance. 

EMS week is recognized May 22-27th. The theme 

for this year is rather fitting I think; “EMS Strong, 

Always in Service.” We respond to the tone of the 

radio day or night, 24/7. As a volunteer crew, we 

do what we do out of the love for our community. 

We are always looking for EMT’s that are 

interested in joining our crew. If you know of 

anyone that may be interested, please have them 

contact me.  

A little history about the symbol known as the Star 

of Life.  

 

The Star of Life was originally designed and 

governed by the U.S. National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration.  

The serpent and staff in the symbol portray the 

staff of Asclepius, an ancient Greek physician 

worshipped as the god of medicine. The staff 

represents medicine and healing, with the skin-

shedding serpent being indicative of renewal. 

Each of the star’s arms has meaning as well. 

Detection, reporting, response, on scene care, 

care in transport and transfer to definitive care are 

integral parts of the whole.  

The Star of Life is a universal symbol of emergency 

medical care. We place it on our ambulances, 

uniforms, trauma and med bags, sometimes our 

personal vehicles, and most of us have at least one 

T-shirt with the symbol on it. It can also be found 

on road maps and highway signs indicating the 

location of or access to qualified emergency 

medical care.  

The longer I am involved with EMS, the more 

important the symbol becomes. I like the sense of 

belonging to something bigger than myself, and 

what the Star of Life represents is exactly what I 

need to belong to. Those moments between a 911 

call being made and the arrival of trained medical 

help seems like an eternity for an injured person 

or the family of an ill loved one.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back row (L to R) - Sherry Hocking, 

Director; Hope Komes, Supply 

Officer; MaKayla Komes, 

Front row - Calvin Fickbohm, 

Secretary/Treasurer; Dave Zwetzig; Todd 

Komes, Maintenance; Don Tishmack, Jesse 

Komes, Tom Lewis, Assistance Director. 
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BUILDING INSPECTOR & 
ORDINANCE OFFICER 
John Perry 

Ordinance enforcement plays a vital role in 

communities.  Maybe the most visible role of 

ordinance enforcement is the “Battle of the 

Blight”.  Every community faces struggles 

with vacant buildings, trash, tall grass and 

weeds, and inoperable vehicles.  Ordinance 

enforcement has a major impact on the 

property values and image of a 

community.  But ultimately the responsibility 

of the image for any community sits with the 

residents of that community.  So take a look 

around.  Are there things you could do on 

your property to enhance the image of 

Newell?  Do you have an old vehicle that 

needs disposed of?  Have you trimmed the 

grass and weeds in your alley when you mow 

the lawn?  Is it time to paint the house.  Does 

your neighbor need some help that you can 

provide?  If you have something that you 

would like to take care of and don’t know 

where to turn for help, give us a call and let’s 

see what we can do to remedy the situation, 

together. 

NEWELL PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Heather Kari, Library Director 

Our Children’s Summer Reading Program, 

Build a Better World, begins on Wednesday, 

June 7th and will run every Wednesday from 

10-11am through August 16th. We read aloud, 

do crafts and activities, and have a light 

snack. There is NO fee to attend. The program 

is geared towards children 8+ years old. 

Younger children are welcome but need to be 

accompanied by an adult or older sibling as 

they may need assistance to complete the 

activities/crafts. 

Library Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

10am-noon, 1-5pm 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

JUNE 

2 5-7pm @ NVN Center Lions Club Pancake Feed & Silent 

Auction benefit for Roy & Suzanne Berry 

3 9am-noon Rubble Site is open, weather permitting  

3 Brian Hallock Memorial Golf Tournament @ Newell Golf 

Club - call 605-456-2195 to sign up 

4 pm Sip & Paint ($40 per painter), wine and cheese tasting 

(additional fee) @ Newell Bar  

5 Yard Waste pickup, weather permitting 

7 10-11am Children's Summer Reading Program begins @ 

the Newell Public Library 

10 8am-3pm City-wide garage sale   

10 7pm DJ & Dancing at the Newell Bar, 1-2-3 Drink 

Specials and Buckets of Beer! 

12 6pm Newell Commissioners Meeting @ Finance Offices 

12 6:30 Newell School Board Meeting 

14 10-11am Children's Summer Reading Program @ the 

Newell Public Library 

16 11am -noon The Backpack Program will continue 

throughout the Summer starting June 16th to August 18th. 

Backpacks will be available every Friday from 11am to 12 

noon at the NVN Senior Center in Newell and at the Nisland 

American Legion/VFW Building.  They can be picked up at 

either location. 

17 9am-noon Rubble Site is open, weather permitting 

18 8am-12:30pm Lions Club Father's Day Brunch @ NVN 

Center to benefit the NVN Center for general repairs and 

upkeep 

19 Yard Waste pickup, weather permitting 

21 10-11am Children's Summer Reading Program @ the 

Newell Public Library 

23 11am -noon The Backpack Program at the NVN Senior 

Center in Newell and at the Nisland American Legion/VFW 

Building.  They can be picked up at either location. 

28 10-11am Children's Summer Reading Program @ the 

Newell Public Library 

30 11am -noon The Backpack Program at the NVN Senior 

Center in Newell and at the Nisland American Legion/VFW 

Building.  They can be picked up at either location. 
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Town of Newell 

Box 405 

101 E 3rd St. 

Newell, SD 57760 
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