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FROM THE MAYOR’S DESK  
Mike Keolker, Mayor of Newell  

Happy New Year to everyone.  I 

hope that it brings you what you 

are looking for.  We have a busy 

year in 2016.  There are three 

Commission terms that will be 

ending.  Andy Howie will be 

completing a four year term, Don 

Adams a three year term and 

Mike Wolff will be completing 

several months of Jim Srstka’s 

second year.  The terms for the 

next commissioners will be three 

years for Don and Andy with one 

year left on Jim Srstka’s original 

term.  State law requires that if a 

position become available, it be 

filled by a person appointed by 

the Commission and that an 

election be held for the position 

at the next regularly scheduled 

election.   

Any resident of the Town of 

Newell who is a registered voter 

can run for a vacant position.  

Resident means that the person 

running for or occupying the 

position must live in the Town 

limits.  We do not have term limits 

in Newell so Don, Andy and Mike 

may choose to run again.  If you 

are interested in running, you 

must complete a petition during 

the month of February.  

Information on dates and laws 

governing running for office, 

petitions, required number of 

signatures, etc. can be found at 

this state web site,  

https://sdsos.gov/elections-

voting/upcoming-

elections/municipal-school-

information/default.aspx   

Information can also be obtained 

from Finance Officer Jennifer 

Parrow. The election will probably 

be held in April, our normal time 

for elections.  The Commissioners 

will decide the date at the 

January Commission meeting.  

Also on the ballot will be the 

referendum to decide the fate of 

the Town’s Camping Ordinance.  

You will decide whether we 

follow the new ordinance which 

will allow short term camping, 

using a travel trailer, motor home, 

etc. or will we follow the standing 

ordinance which prohibits and 

camping on areas other than the 

campground in the Town of 

Newell.  There will be more 

information published prior to the 

election. 

Remember to check out our 

new website at 

http://www.townofnewell.org  

there is lots of great information 

available about the town.  We 

will be posting an updated 

newsletter there every month 

and mailing the newsletter every 

quarter.  There will be occasional 

surveys and questionnaires to find 

out what you are thinking about 

the town.  There is also a form on 

the upcoming events page that 

will allow you to post information 

about your event.  Please use it 

to help make your event a 

success. 

Remember that the library has 

a plethora of books to read, 

suitable for all ages.  It also offers 

Overdrive, the state’s electronic 

library service.  All that is required 

is a Newell Library card and an e-

reader.  It’s so slick you don’t 

even have to return the book.  It’s 

all handled electronically.  Call 

the library @ 456-2179 to learn 

more or stop in and check out 

the newly refreshed walls and 

décor.   

Please be careful in this chilly 

weather.  Just like your mom told 

you, “Look where you are 

walking, be careful crossing 

streets and stay in where it’s 

warm. 
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BUTTE CO. EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
Tyler Trohkimoinen, Director

    Greetings! I hope this finds you all 

in good health, having enjoyed a 

successful holiday season.   

    Many of you are aware that my 

father passed away a couple of 

days before Christmas, and I’d like 

to take this opportunity to thank you 

for your kind words, thoughts, and 

prayers.   

Losing a loved one is a difficult 

thing, no matter the circumstances 

surrounding the event.  My dad 

realized long ago that we all 

eventually die, and he left his family 

with a “parting gift”, in that he had 

his affairs in order.  His last wishes and 

plans were made clear, and kept in 

an organized, easy to follow way.  I 

ask each of you to take some time 

to get your plans made, write your 

wishes down, and share this 

knowledge with your family.  Allow 

them to grieve in a healthy way, 

instead of having to guess and 

wonder what you would have liked 

or needed done, or search for 

important documents.  Create a file 

which contains your will, your funeral 

wishes, and financial information 

(such as life insurance or 

retirement/pension plans).  This is an 

unusual topic for an Emergency 

Management column, however a 

loved one’s passing is certainly an 

emergency – please assist your 

family with managing it! 

The mild weather we 

experienced this fall seems to have 

vanished, and has been replaced 

by real winter!  This is largely due to a 

weakening El Nino in the Pacific 

waters; we should still see warmer 

temperatures than normal, but the 

difference will be much less 

noticeable.  Pay attention to home 

heating supplies such as propane 

tank levels and firewood or pellets.  

A stranded motorist is at much 

greater risk when the temperatures 

plummet as well, so throw an extra 

blanket in your vehicle’s emergency 

kit, and keep plenty of gas in the 

tank.  It won’t be long before our 

attentions turn to baby calves and 

lambs, fighting the mud, starting the 

garden plants, and prepping spring 

planting equipment, but we aren’t 

there yet!  Focus on the risks at hand, 

then move on to preparing for the 

challenges to come.   

The shortest day has come and 

gone, and now the hours of daylight 

begin to increase, once again 

ushering in the cycle of spring-

summer-fall-winter.  Each season has 

its own challenges and beauties.  

Prepare for the challenges, and you 

will find yourself enjoying the 

beauties more than ever before.  It’s 

a good life in a terrific area – make 

the most of it!

 

NEWELL MUSEUM 
Linda Velder, Curator    

In 1889, the Little Missouri Bank 

Safe, now in the Newell Museum, 

was part of the Bank in Camp 

Crook, Dakota Territory. In 1902 

the safe was breeched but no 

information is available as to 

what occurred. In 1932 the bank 

merged with the Butte County 

Bank in Belle Fourche and the 

furnishings were liquidated. In 

1938 the safe came into 

possession of the Newell Liquor 

Company and the Town of 

Newell.  

  In the early 1960’s the safe was 

breeched and robbed again! A 

thief or group of thieves broke 

into the bar by way of cutting a 

hole in the roof, alley side. They 

pried off the combination and 

handle, blew one door off and 

torched the inner sub-treasury 

safe. Since this was a “state of the 

art” construction of wrought steel 

and special concrete insulation, 

this act must have taken several 

hours to complete. However, with 

all that work, the robbers did not 

make a substantial haul. 
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BUILDING INSPECTOR & ORDINANCE COMPLIANCE OFFICER 
John Perry    

This question is asked over and 

over again. Do I need a building 

permit?  The answer is fairly 

simple.   

If you want to build any 

structure, you need a building 

permit.  A structure is defined as 

anything built which requires 

location on the ground or 

attached to something having a 

location on the ground, 

excluding fences.  A building 

permit is required when an interior 

remodel is valued at 50% of the 

value of the property.  Most 

interior or exterior remodels do 

not require a building permit.  Re-

roofing, re-siding, replacing an 

existing sidewalk etc. do not 

require a building permit.  You 

can pick up a building permit 

application at City Hall.   

If your application for a 

building permit is denied, you can 

make application to the 

Commissioner's for a variance.  

After receiving an application for 

a variance and the fee, the 

Commissioner's will schedule a 

public hearing, having first given 

15 day notice.  After the hearing 

they shall have 30 days to 

decide. 

If there is a question about a 

building permit or the need for a 

permit, please do not hesitate to 

ask. 

NEWELL PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Heather Kari, Library Director 

Happy New Year! We have many 

exciting programs and events 

coming up in 2016. 

From now until Valentine’s Day we 

are offering a fun new way to 

spice up your reading – A Blind 

Date with a Book. This is a unique 

new way to try out a book you 

normally wouldn’t, or just be more 

adventurous in your reading 

choices. If it doesn’t work out, it 

will stay between you and your 

“date”. To try it out, or learn more 

stop in the library!     

Our annual Open House will be 

in April, raffle tickets for a brand 

new Kindle and other great prizes 

will be on sale starting in February. 

All funds raised through the raffle 

will go towards our Summer 

Reading program and other 

library services.   

In June, July and August we will 

offer a weekly Children’s Summer 

Reading Program. The 2016 

theme is “On Your Mark, Get 

Set…READ!” 

Every Monday is Story Time for 

our littlest patrons from 10:30-

11am, no prior registration is 

required, and it’s free!  

               

               HOURS 

Monday – Wednesday - Friday 

        10am-12, 1-5pm 

 

 

NOTICE 

Residential garbage should be kept at your residence for pickup. Excess 

garbage should be put it in plastic bags, tied shut and left at your residence 

for pickup on Wednesdays, or contact the Finance Office at 456-2737 to 

make arrangements for disposal. 
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FINANCE OFFICE 

Jennifer Parrow, Finance Officer    

Happy New Year from the 

Newell Town Finance Office!  As 

we are unable to avoid the winter 

weather, we appreciate 

everyone being patient as streets 

are cleared of snow.  If you are 

able to move your car from the 

street until it is cleared that is very 

helpful.  Also, please clear your 

sidewalk from new snow and ice 

as soon as possible.  It takes 

everyone’s help to keep our 

sidewalks safe, especially for our 

students walking to and from 

school.  The city workers put in 

long hours after each 

storm.  Make sure to thank them 

when you see them.  They hear a 

lot of criticism and work hard for 

our community. 

In adverse weather, when 

able, check to see that your 

neighbors are faring well.  A 

helping hand is always 

appreciated; some neighbors 

need it more than others.  With 

recent vandalism around town 

remember to report any 

suspicious activity to the Butte 

County Sheriff’s Office.   

 Water bills can be a challenge 

to pay with poor weather 

conditions.  There is a drop box at 

City Hall if you are unable to pay 

during office hours during the 

week.  Also, please make sure all 

water meters have heat as they 

freeze easily in winter 

conditions.  If your home does not 

have heat for the season, please 

call the Finance Office at 605-456-

2737extention 1 to have your 

meter pulled for the winter.  Thank 

you for all your help.   

 

BAR & LIQUOR STORE 
Ginny Morse, Manager    

It has been a very interesting 

four months since the change in 

Bar Managers. The computer 

system is finally doing what it 

should for the liquor store and we 

are ready to install on the bar side. 

Once the bugs are out we should 

be full steam ahead in making life 

much simpler in accounting, 

ordering and inventory control.  

We have had changes in 

bartenders but we think we have 

it all covered now. One more part 

time person would actually be 

fantastic. 

We will be closing out much of 

the current wine inventory, so 

there will be big markdowns! We 

also have added a popcorn 

machine to give customers more 

to munch on. We are also 

considering installing a fryer to 

increase the diversity of snacks 

available.  

Bands will be on a very limited 

basis as they are cost prohibitive. 

We simply don’t draw a big 

enough crowd to cover costs. I 

am learning and doing my best to 

offer the public what they want 

and enjoy, within the limits of 

generating income vs. paying out. 

Be sure to stop by for the wine 

discounts because once they are 

gone, they are out of here. 

The open hours will vary during 

the winter due to lack of 

customers. The bartenders have 

the discretion of closing at 11pm if 

they have not had anyone for 

over one hour. If it is a slow night 

and only 3-4 people are in by 

midnight they also may close 

early. Many customers are 

learning to call to see if we are 

staying open. We will stay open if 

we know customers are on their 

way! 

Wine sale at the 

Newell Liquor 

Store 

Big markdowns on 

current wine 

inventory. Stop in 

while supplies last! 
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NEWSLETTER BY 
EMAIL? 

 

Visit www.townofnewell.org and 
click on the Newsletter option on 
the main menu, fill out the Opt 
in/out form and the next 
newsletter can be delivered to 
your inbox instead of your 
mailbox. Newsletters are 
published monthly online, and 
will be mailed quarterly. 

 

VISIT THE OFFICIAL 
WEBPAGE 

 

Visit www.townofnewell.org to 
access Commissioner Meeting 
minutes, agendas, ordinances, an 
up date date listing of upcoming 
events and get up to date 
information on what’s going on in 
Newell. 

 

ADD YOUR EVENTS 
 

Visit www.townofnewell.org and 
click Upcoming Events on the 
main menu. Then fill out the Add 
An Event form on the bottom of 
the page to get your event listed on 
the website and in the next 
newsletter.
  

JANUARY 

11 10:30-11am Story Time @ the Newell Public Library 

 

11 6pm Newell Commissioners Regular Meeting at Town Hall 
Click here to view Agenda 
Notice of Public Hearing - Zoning Change  

14 Food Pantry Open 1-3pm @ NVN Center 

18 10:30-11am Story Time @ the Newell Public Library 

18 6:30pm Newell School Board Meeting 

21 1-4pm Pie Day @ NVN Center sponsored by the Lutheran 
Ladies 

25 10:30-11am Story Time @ the Newell Public Library 

27 1-5pm Blood Drive @ NVN Center sponsored by the Newell 

Lions Club contact Linda Vollmer 456-2863 to schedule an 
appointment 

28 Food Pantry Open 1-3pm @ NVN Center 

FEBRUARY 

1 10:30-11am Story Time @ the Newell Public Library 

8 10:30-11am Story Time @ the Newell Public Library 

8 6pm Newell Commissioners Regular Meeting @ Town 

Hall 

11 Food Pantry Open 1-3pm @ NVN Center 

13 6-9pm Skating Party sponsored by Prairie Pals 4H Club. 

$6/person. Prairie Pals' proceeds will go toward lowering the 

cost of swimming lessons for area youth who participate in 

the Newell Community Club's Summer Swim Program. 

15 10:30-11am Story Time @ the Newell Public Library 

15 6:30pm Newell School Board Regular Meeting 

18 1-4pm Pie Day @ NVN Center sponsored by the 

Lutheran Ladies 

22 10:30-11am Story Time @ the Newell Public Library 

25 Food Pantry Open 1-3pm @ NVN Center 

29 10:30-11am Story Time @ the Newell Public Library 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

http://www.townofnewell.org/
http://www.townofnewell.org/
http://www.townofnewell.org/
http://www.townofnewell.org/images/Agenda1.11.16.pdf
http://www.townofnewell.org/images/NOTICE.pdf
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