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FROM THE MAYOR’S DESK  
Mike Keolker, Mayor of Newell  

I hope you all had a very 

Happy Thanksgiving and are 

looking forward to a very Merry 

Christmas.  It was a fairly quiet 

month around the Town Hall.  As 

many of you know, we have 

removed the fishing dock from 

the lake for the winter.  It will go 

back in next spring when the 

weather 

outlook is a 

little balmier.  

We have also 

talked to 

GF&P about 

an extension 

to the ramp 

so we can get 

it out into the water a little further.  

We also have signs that remind 

users that there is to be no diving 

or swimming from or around the 

dock. 

Larry was called in early on 

Thanksgiving morning to locate 

and repair a water break.  A line 

broke in the area of the sheep 

yard Wednesday evening so the 

water was rerouted to keep us all 

with water to meet our needs.  

Larry and Bob with their crews 

replaced about 70’ of broken 

pipe.   

There was some discussion at 

the last commission meeting 

about the bar.  Initial reports were 

that there could be some 

structural issues with it.  After 

closer inspection, it doesn’t look 

as scary as it did a couple weeks 

ago.  There are a couple areas 

that will probably be need some 

more 

immediate 

attention 

next spring.  

We’re 

working with 

an engineer 

to fully 

evaluate 

the whole building to make sure 

it is sound.  We should know more 

after the first of the year. 

The roof on the Town Hall has 

been repaired.  There was some 

damage after the hail storm that 

needed to be repaired to 

protect the offices, but more 

importantly, the items in the 

museum.  Several of the historical 

buildings also sustained storm 

damage. Linda Velder, the 

Museum Curator, is looking at 

getting funding for the repairs for 

the Deadwood Historical 

Association to cover these costs.   

On a more seasonal note: I’d 

like to wish all the town 

employees, their families, all the 

residents of town and their 

families and all of you in the  

surrounding area a Very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New 

Year.     
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TOWN OF NEWELL 

FESTIVAL OF TREES 

DECEMBER 5 @ 

TOWN HALL 

11:30am Complimentary 

Lunch 

11:30am -2pm Santa Visit, 

Crafts, Games, Bike 

Giveaway, and Ugly Sweater 

Contest 

2pm-4pm Hee Haw Show and 

the Community Choir 

3pm Wine & Cheese Tasting at 

Newell City Hall 

4pm Tree Auction at Newell 

City Hall 

6pm-9pm Roller Skating at 

Newell City Hall ($6 per 

person) 

9pm Live Band @ the Newell 

Bar 

 

 

FOR MEETING AGENDAS, 

MINUTES, ORDINANCES, 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND 

MORE VISIT THE TOWN OF 

NEWELL WEBSITE 

http://www.townofnewell.org/
http://www.townofnewell.org/
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BUTTE CO. EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
Tyler Trohkimoinen, Director

Greetings everyone, 

I am very happy to report that 

November has been relatively 

uneventful for Butte County 

emergencies.  The weather has 

been quite mild, and the strong 

El Niño system remains in place.  

This El Niño indicates warmer 

and drier conditions than we 

normally expect for South 

Dakota winters.  As evidenced 

by the weather around the 

Thanksgiving holiday, we will still 

get cold, and we should still get 

some moisture; it will just be less 

severe than typical.  (You can 

leave your tee shirts and flip-

flops in the back of the closet!) 

This mild weather should give us 

all less risk of winter-weather 

related emergencies.  Travel 

conditions should be better 

than average, and 

temperatures should be above 

average.  This is a good thing, as 

long as it doesn’t cause people 

to become complacent.  You 

may still slide off the road, and 

we may still get quite cold 

temperatures.  We will probably 

get some blizzard conditions.  

The risk may be lessened, but it 

is not gone!  If you do not have 

some food, water, and supplies 

packed in your vehicle, please 

do that today!  Check 

alternative heating devices in 

your home, and change your 

smoke detector batteries if you 

didn’t do it yet this fall.  See if 

your fire extinguishers need 

serviced.  If you have a backup 

generator, check the oil, and 

make sure the gas and battery 

is good – also keep some extra 

gas on hand.  Louis Pasteur said, 

“Chance favors the prepared 

mind.”  If you prepare for an 

event, it may not feel like an 

emergency – even if it does 

come. 

Last, and perhaps most 

important, stay informed!  There 

are many ways of gathering 

information, so it is up to you to 

decide what to use.  For travel 

and road conditions, dial 5-1-1 

or visit the website at 

http://www.safetravelusa.com/

sd/ 5-1-1 and Safe Travel USA 

are very easy ways to check the 

current conditions of roads you 

intend to travel, and the 

information comes right from 

the DOT truck drivers out in the 

plows.  Visit the Rapid City 

National  

Weather Service web page for 

very detailed weather 

information and forecasts.  

“Like” the Butte County 

Emergency Management 

page on Facebook for weather 

forecasts, notifications, and 

other tips to help keep you safe 

and secure.  Local news and 

radio forecasts have been 

around for generations, and are 

available almost everywhere.  

The bottom line is, please find 

something that works for you, 

and use it! 

Hopefully, everyone had a safe 

and enjoyable Thanksgiving, 

and we will all go right through 

Christmas and New Year’s with 

the same success!  Be thankful 

for the life and freedoms we 

enjoy! 

 

 

http://www.safetravelusa.com/sd/
http://www.safetravelusa.com/sd/
https://www.facebook.com/ButteCountyEmergencyManagement/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/ButteCountyEmergencyManagement/?fref=ts
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NEWELL MUSEUM 
Linda Velder, Curator    

The Newell Museum has 

a medical clinic on display 

on the second floor in one of 

its side rooms. In this 

interesting display are old 

medical tools, books and 

equipment complemented 

with mannequins dressed 

appropriately.  

The Doctor bags are 

authentic along with the 

tools inside. The midwife 

satchel is the real deal, 

when the midwife was 

summoned to help with 

home deliveries; she was 

expected to stay several 

days, assisting the new 

mother and with other 

household chores. One 

elderly lady (who is now 

deceased) recalled when 

the midwife arrived; the  

 

 

children knew a baby was in the 

bag because when she left for 

her home, she always left a baby 

behind. They were excited to find 

out if they had a baby brother or 

sister. 

“Massive Head wound 

Charlie” is on the cot. This antique 

wood composition mannequin 

has jointed limbs and a leather 

torso. Although he has no head or 

hands, he is one of the favorite 

characters on display. 

NEWELL PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Heather Kari, Library Director    

The library continues to 

hold Story Time every 

Monday from 10:30-11am. 

No prior registration required 

and it’s FREE!  

We have a wide variety 

of magazines, large print 

books, audio books, DVDs, 

and even have a FREE 

eBook checkout program 

available to patrons. The 

library also has free Wi-Fi, 

three computers for public use, a 

color copier, and fax machine. 

We also participate in the Talking 

Book program which is available 

to those who are physically 

unable to read. 

If you haven’t stopped in the 

library lately come on down and 

check out what we have to offer! 

                 HOURS 

   Monday – Wednesday - Friday 

        10am-12, 1-5pm 

         DECEMBER 

2 5:30-7pm Family Fun Nights 

sponsored by First Lutheran 

Church at the NVN Center - 

Fun Food, Crafts & Games 

 

4 5-7:30pm Spaghetti Dinner 

Benefit for the Dobesh Family 

at St. Mary's Catholic Church - 

Free Will Offering Meal - Silent 

Auction – Bingo 

 

5 9am-4pm Festival of Trees at 

Newell City Hall - Admission is 

2 cans of non-perishable food 

items per person 

 

10 1pm Food Pantry at NVN 

Center (Open 2nd & 4th 

Thursdays of each month) 

 

11 7:45am Registration for 

Mental Health First Aid Training 

hosted by WIT Coalition at 

NVN Center 8am-4:30pm, 

contact 

Sabrina.Harmon@k12.sd.us for 

more information 

 

14 6pm Newell Commissioners 

regular Meeting 

 

17 1pm-4pm Pie Day at NVN 

Center 

 

To get your event listed, email 

WebAdmin@townofnewell.org 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

         DECEMBER 

2 5:30-7pm Family Fun Nights 

sponsored by First Lutheran 

Church at the NVN Center - 

Fun Food, Crafts & Games 

3 7pm Elementary Music 

Concert in Austin Auditorium 

4 5-7:30pm Spaghetti Dinner 

Benefit for the Dobesh Family 

at St. Mary's Catholic Church - 

Free Will Offering Meal - Silent 

Auction – Bingo 

5 9am-4pm Festival of Trees at 

Newell City Hall - Admission is 2 

cans of non-perishable food 

items per person 

10 1pm Food Pantry at NVN 

Center (Open 2nd & 4th 

Thursdays of each month) 

11 7:45am Registration for 

Mental Health First Aid Training 

hosted by WIT Coalition at 

NVN Center 8am-4:30pm, 

contact Sabrina Harmon for 

more information 

12 7:30pm Mixed Company 

Community Singers Concert @ 

Newell Evangelical Church 

13 3pm Welcoming Christmas 

presented by Nisland 

Independent Community 

Church 

14 6pm Newell Commissioners 

regular Meeting 

17 1pm-4pm Pie Day at NVN 

Center 

21 6:30pm School Board 

Meeting 

To get your event listed, email 

WebAdmin@townofnewell.org 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

mailto:WebAdmin@townofnewell.org
mailto:Sabrina.Harmon@k12.sd.us
mailto:WebAdmin@townofnewell.org
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